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Introduction 

• Familiarity breeds laziness 
• General vs. Specific approaches 
• Importance of context 



Background 

 
 
 
 
 

• Who was Ezekiel? • Ezekiel’s Temple Vision 



Scholarly Studies 

• Question: According to Ezekiel, how does one 
approach God in the temple?  

• Two primary views: Vertical vs. Horizontal 
– Vertical Ascent  Altar as focus / Mesopotamia 
– Horizontal Approach  Holy of Holies as focus / 

Priestly imagery 
 



Vertical Ascent 
• Stairs & ascent 

– Daniel Block: “the difference 
in elevation increases with 
each unit in this sacred 
complex, as one moves from 
the outside toward the 
center…The scene is 
impressive. The observer’s 
eyes are drawn ever upward 
to the top of this temple 
mount.” 



Vertical Ascent 
• Temple altar 



Vertical Ascent 
• Description of the altar (43:13-15) 

– “And these are the measures of the altar after the 
cubits:…From the bottom upon the ground even to the 
lower settle shall be two cubits, and the breadth one 
cubit; and from the lesser settle even to the greater settle 
shall be four cubits, and the breadth one cubit. So the 
altar shall be four cubits; and from the altar and upward 
shall be four horns.” 



Vertical Ascent 
• Description of the altar 

(43:13-15) 
– “from the bottom 

upon the ground…” 
– “from the altar and 

upward” 

•   (ḥeq ha’areṣ) חיק הארץ
 “bosom of the earth” 
= underworld 

•                (har’el) הראל
 “mountain of God”  
= the heavens 
 



Vertical Ascent 

• Altar = Temple 
– Michael Fishbane: “From this axial point [of the 

altar]…the new Temple, like the old, will be a font of 
blessing for Israel, a ‘mountain of god,’ linking the 
highest heaven to the nethermost earth.” 



Vertical Ascent 
• Mesopotamian Imagery 

 

Jon Levenson: “The Temple is the epitome of the world, a 
concentrated form of its essence, a miniature of the cosmos.” 



Horizontal Approach 

• Priestly imagery 
– Leviticus 
– Genesis 1 

• Walter Zimmerli: Ezekiel’s angelic 
tour “has its goal not at the altar, 
but in the temple building to the 
west of the altar and there in the 
most westerly room of that 
building, the holy of holies.” 



Horizontal Approach 

• Garden of Eden imagery 
– Tyre = “Eden, the garden of God” (28:13) 
– Assyria, Egypt, etc. = “trees of Eden” (31:9, 16, 

18) within the “garden of God” (31:9) 
 



Horizontal Approach 
• Chapters 40-42 

– Palm trees on gates 
– Palm trees and cherubim on sanctuary 
– Same images on sanctuary doors 



Horizontal Approach 

• Garden of Eden imagery 
– “When [God] drove out the 

man, he placed on the east of 
the Garden of Eden the 
cherubim and a flaming sword 
continually turning to guard 
the way of the tree of life” 
(Genesis 3:24) 

• Adam  Eastward 
• Cherubim  Westward 
• West = sacred  

 



Horizontal Approach 

• Garden of Eden imagery 
– “Son of Man” בנ אדם (ben ’adam) 
– Used 107 times in the Hebrew Bible 

• 93 times in Ezekiel, 14 times elsewhere 
– Also translated: “Son of Adam” 



Horizontal Approach 
• Garden of Eden imagery 

– Marvin Sweeney: “Later texts of the 
Second Temple period note that the 
priest in the Temple represents Adam in 
the Garden of Eden, which may explain 
the appellation ben-’ādām, ‘son of 
Adam’ or ‘mortal,’ that is consistently 
applied by [Jehovah] to Ezekiel 
throughout the book. The fact that only 
the high priest may enter the Holy of 
Holies, where the Ark of the Covenant 
is guarded by cherubim much like the 
Garden of Eden, reinforces this image.” 
 



Horizontal Approach 



Horizontal Approach 
• Garden of Eden imagery 

– Jon Levenson: “[Ezekiel’s] 
stress on Eden traditions in 
his description of Zion is a 
way of reorienting the hopes 
of his audience from the east, 
where Eden had been thought 
to lie, to the west, the 
direction of Israel’s future.”  



Vertical Ascent vs. Horizontal Approach 
• Alternative? 

– Mesopotamian lamassu statue  



Conclusions 
• Ezekiel’s temple is unique and 

complex 
– Challenges “either / or” paradigms 
– Seeming contradictions elsewhere 

• Joseph Smith: “It is by proving 
contraries that truth is made 
manifest.” 

 
 



Conclusions 
• Biblical / ANE scholarship  

understand temples 
– Alternative approaches / paradigms           
 refreshes temple worship 
• Sacred space / direction 

–How would Latter-day Saints describe 
their approach to God in the temple? 

• Garden of Eden imagery 
–What sort of role does Eden play in 

temple worship for Latter-day Saints? 
 
 

 
 



Conclusions 
• Humility  Academic and Spiritual 

– What do we know and how do we know it? 
– Need to be willing to learn from others, even those 

outside of our faith tradition 
– Joseph Smith: “One of the grand fundamental 

principles of Mormonism is to receive truth, let it 
come from where it may.” 
 

 



For more 
fun with 
Ezekiel – 
see my 
article  
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